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South Carolina African American History Calendar
Celebrates 25 Years.
25th Anniversary Collector’s Edition
Dear Students, Educators,and Friends,
One of the highlights of my year is the unveiling of the new African American History Calendar, for it is always a wonderful time of renewing friendships, connecting 
with new acquaintances, and honoring a remarkable group of South Carolinians.
This year is even more exciting, for the 2014 calendar is our 25th Anniversary Edition! 
For a quarter of a century, the Calendar project has celebrated the lives, leadership, and experiences of gifted people who have shaped who we are as a State and as 
South Carolinians.  Initially developed as a resource for teachers as they include African American history in their classroom curriculum, the Calendar has become a 
virtual Hall of Fame, combining recognition with education and drawing online visitors from around the globe.
Thus far, 297 African Americans with South Carolina roots have been featured on the Calendar’s pages. They represent a wide array of endeavors, including 
government and military service, education, performing and fine arts, business, community activism, and athletics. They hail from every corner of the state, from rural 
communities to our largest cities. And each has made a difference for people and for their communities.
The Calendar, with its supporting educational materials, has always been designed to help students understand that history is about people and their actions, not 
simply dates or places. While previous editions have focused on individuals, the 25th Anniversary Edition spotlights 12 milestone events in South Carolina’s African 
American History. Driven by men and women of courage and conviction, these events helped lay the foundation for who we are today as a State and who we can become.
At AT&T, we believe in the importance of education and the power of individuals to rethink what may be possible and to seize opportunities that create a better, brighter, 
and successful future. That’s the lesson at the heart of the narratives you will read in the following pages.
We hope you will enjoy the 2014 African American History Calendar, and will be inspired and encouraged by the stories it contains.
 Pamela P. Lackey
 President, AT&T South Carolina
25 Years of Honorees
Nathaniel Abraham, Sr.  
Fannie Phelps Adams
Kimberly Clarice Aiken  
Charles and Valerie Aiken
Marjorie Amos-Frazier  
SC Sen. Ralph Anderson
Mac Arnold  
John Artemus
Augusta Baker 
Rev. Charles P. Austin, Sr.
Clayton “Peg Leg” Bates  
Luther J. Battiste, III, Esq.
Thaddeus J. Bell, MD  
Paul Benjamin
James A. Bennett  
Bishop Joseph Benjamin Bethea
Dr. Mary McLeod Bethune 
Kitty Black-Perkins
Sandra Blake  
Dr. James A. Blake, Sr.
John W. Bluford, III  
Ethel Martin Bolden
Maj. Gen. Charles Bolden  
Warren Bolton
James E. Bostic, Jr., PhD 
Harold R. Boulware, Sr., Esq.
Bertie Herbert Bowman  
1st Lt. Leroy Bowman
Rev. William M. Bowman, Sr.  
Anna Boyd
Gwendolyn Bradley  
Marie and Willie Van Brailey
Paul and Wendy C. Brawley  
Lila Mae Brock
Israel Brooks, Jr.  
W. Melvin Brown
James F. Brown, DDS  
SC Rep. Joe E. Brown
J. Anthony Brown  
James Brown
Ruth Ann Butler  
Alma Byrd, PhD
Emory Shaw Campbell  
Harry Carson
William H. Carson, MD  
Septima Poinsette Clark
James Roland Clark, MD  
Arthur J. H. Clement, Jr.
US Rep. James E. Clyburn  
SC Rep. William and Beverly Clyburn
Judge Merl F. Code 
Allen Louis Code, Sr.
Monique Coleman  
Martin Douglass Cooper
Edward Sawyer Cooper, MD  
Noble P. Cooper, DDS
Willis H. Crosby  
Margaree Seawright Crosby, EdD
Bennie Lee Cunningham, Jr.  
Judge Jasper Cureton
Ron and Natalie Daise  
Beryl Dakers
Rev. Joseph A. Darby, Jr.  
Everett L. Dargan, MD
Anna DeCosta Banks, RN  
Herbert A. DeCosta, Jr.
Rev. Joseph A. DeLaine 
Willie Dereef
Ophelia DeVore-Mitchell  
Peggy Dillard-Toone
Margaret Abner Dixon, EdD  
Larry Doby
Hattie Logan Duckett  
Lt. Col. Charity Edna Adams Earley
Marion Wright Edelman, Esq.  
Col. Claude J. Eichelberger
Sallie Elliott  
George A. Elmore
Alex English  
John and Marie Epps
Matilda Arabelle Evans, MD  
Etu Evans
Thomas (Tom) Feelings  
Nikki Finney
Chief Justice Ernest A. Finney, Jr.  
A. Tony Fisher
Lillian Brock Flemming  
Sarah Mae Flemming
Vince Ford  
Ruby Middleton Forsythe
Angela L. Walker Franklin, PhD  
Smokin’ Joe Frazier
Pearl Fryar  
Linda Dingle Gadson
Harvey B. Gantt  
Naomi Garrett, PhD
Lydia Sharon Garrett  
Althea Gibson
Dizzy Gillespie  
John Gilliam
C. (Curtis) Tyrone Gilmore, Sr.  
Bobby D. Gist
Vivian Glover  
Adrenee Glover Freeman, Esq.
George Glymph  
Charles G. Gomillion, PhD
Georgia Good  
Janie Glymph Goree
Anthony & Helen Nelson Grant, Esq.  
Jonathan Green
Reuben M. Greenberg  
Louis George Gregory, Esq.
Gilroye A. Griffin, Jr., Esq.  
Alberta Tucker Grimes
Lugenia Key Hammond  
Lee Haney
Edwin A. Harleston  
John Roy Harper II, Esq.
Patricia Sowell Harris  
Jaime Harrison
Dorothy Golden Harrison  
Ernest Henderson, Sr.
Maranda Phillips Holmes  
Jean Sanders Hopkins
Janice Huff  
Jane Edna Hunter
Charlayne Hunter-Gault  
Alice Wyche Hurley
Curtis Inabinett  
J. Arthur Jones
Jesse Jackson  
Dr. Sara Dunlap Jackson
Mary Jackson  
Chuck Jackson
Ozie Jackson, Sr.  
Bishop Frederick Calhoun James
Gloria Schumpert James  
Jarvis Brothers
Willie Jeffries  
Johnnie Ruth Jenkins
Esau Jenkins  
Judge Robert N. Jenkins, Sr.
William H. Johnson  
I.S. Leevy Johnson, Esq.
Mamie “Peanut” Johnson  
Willie L. Johnson
Dr. Ernest Everett Just  
Jonas Thomas Kennedy
Dr. Thomas Elliot Kerns  
Richard Kerns
Dr. Milton Kimpson  
Lorenzo Levon Kirkland
Eartha Kitt  
Larry Francis Lebby
Raphael C. Lee, MD  
Jeffrey Livingston
Reginald Lloyd  
Lawrence W. Long, MD
Isom Bartrone Lowman, Jr.  
Louis B. Lynn, PhD
Anna May Manigault-Hurley  
Maxine Smith Martin
Judge Joshua W. Martin III 
SC Sen. John Wesley Matthews, Jr.
Cassandra Maxwell, Esq.  
Benjamin E. Mays, PhD
James T. McCain  
Timothy R. McConnell
Catherine McKee McCottry, MD 
Johnnie McFadden, PhD
Eddie McGirt  
Nina Mae McKinney
Beatrice Taylor McKnight 
James T. McLawhorn, Jr.
Ron McNair, PhD  
Craig Melvin
Listervelt Middleton  
Earl Matthew Middleton
Kelly Miller, PhD 
Janie L. Mines
Frieda Mitchell  
Mark Myers and Sandra Myers
Dr. Maceo Nance   
Otto Neals
Annie Greene Nelson  
SC Sen. I. DeQuincey Newman 
Gen. Lloyd “Fig” Newton  
Horace Ott
Marlene O’Bryant-Seabrook, PhD  
J.T. Pace
E. (Edmund) Perry Palmer  
Michael L. Parks, MD
Patty Jaye Garrett Patterson  
SC Sen. Kay Patterson
Bishop Daniel Alexander Payne  
Thales Thomas “Skipp” Pearson
Justice Matthew Perry  
William and Michael Dean Perry
Bill Pinkney  
Brandolyn Thomas Pinkston
Brenda Pressley  
Lessie B. Price
Hemphill P. Pride, DDS  
Ann Pringle Washington
Bernice Putman  
Willie Larry Randolph, Jr.
Sarah Reese  
Bishop Sanco King Rembert
Jacqueline Rhinehart  
Brig. Gen. Velma L. Richardson
Luns C. Richardson, PhD  
Rev. Nelson B. Rivers, III
Richard Samuel Roberts 
Bernice Robinson




Lt. Col. Paul Ross  
Darius Rucker
Edwin Roberts Russell 
Dr. Jasper Salmond
Dori Sanders  
Johnny Michael Sanders
Rev. Julius L. Scipio 
Luther Seabrook, PhD
Cleveland L. Sellers Jr., PhD
Art Shell
Donnie Shell  
Fouche’na Everlyne “Che” Sheppard
Modjeska Simkins  
Philip Simmons
Drink Small  
Robert Smalls
Marva Smalls  
Marlena Smalls
O’Neal Smalls, Esq. 
Vertamae Smart-Grosvenor
Myrtle Hall Smith  
Judge Willie T. Smith, Jr.
Alex Snipe, Jr.  
James Solomon, Jr., PhD
Walker Emanuel Solomon, Sr.  
Bobby B. Stafford, Esq.
Judge Harold A. Stevens 
John Stevenson, PhD
Diane E. Sumpter  
Mayor James E. Talley
Dr. Ethel M. Henderson Taylor
William “Bill” Terrell
Darrin Thomas  
William “T” Thompson, Esq.
Beatrice Rice Thompson  
Henry N. Tisdale, PhD
Henrie Monteith Tredwell, PhD  
Maj. Gen. Irene Trowell-Harris
Maj. Gen. Abraham J. Turner 
Leo F. Twiggs, EdD
Brig. Gen. Stephen M. Twitty  
Shirley Tyus
Rick C. Wade  
Wilfred Junius Walker
Louis L. Waring, Jr.  
Frank Washington
Jesse Washington, Jr.  
Yelberton R. Watkins
Col. Walter L. Watson, Jr.  
Taft M. Watson
Lt. Col. Spann Watson  
Clemmie E. Webber, PhD
SC Rep. Lucille Simmons Whipper  
Isaac W. Williams
Armstrong Williams  
Cecil J. Williams
Maurice Williams  
David A. Williams
CSM Gail M. Williams  
SC Rep. Juanita Willmon-Goggins
Donella Brown Wilson  
Josephine Helen Wood
Sylvia Woods  
Dwight E. Woods
Stephen J. Wright, PhD  
Justice Jonathan Jasper Wright
Tommy Scott Young  
Lee Thompson Young
Maj. Gen. Matthew A. Zimmerman, Jr.  
Geraldyne I. Pierce Zimmerman
Rock Hill Nine (Friendship Nine)
O
n the morning of January 31, 1961, a group of 18 African American civil rights demonstrators (13 men and five women), most of whom were students at Friendship 
College, converged on the McCrory’s Variety Store in downtown Rock Hill. Authorities had been notified ahead of time that there would be protests and they were on 
duty by 8:30 AM in case of trouble. Initially the protesters marched up and down the street carrying protest signs. Then, male demonstrators went inside the store and 
10 of the young men sat down at the counter and refused to leave.
The 10 protesters who sat down at the McCrory’s 
counter that morning were Willie Edward McCleod, 
James Frank Wells, Clarence Henner Graham, 
Thomas Walter Gaither, David “Scoop” Williamson, 
Robert Lewis McCullough, Mack Cartier Workman, 
Willie Thomas “Dub” Massey, John Alexander 
Gaines, and Charles Edward Taylor. All of the young 
men were students at Friendship College, except 
for Thomas Gaither, who was a graduate of Claflin 
College and a field secretary for the Congress of 
Racial Equality (CORE). 
All 10 of the young men sitting at the McCrory’s 
lunch counter were arrested, taken to the city jail, 
and the following day tried for trespassing. Nine of 
the 10 refused to pay bail and served out their 30-
day sentences on the county prison farm.  By doing 
so, they started an across-the-country adoption by 
students of a “Jail No Bail” policy.
Photo courtesy of SCETV_Knowitall.org
Learn more about the people featured in this calendar at www.scafricanamerican.com.
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1808 – Legislation passed declaring the 
transatlantic slave trade is no longer legal on North 
American soil
1863 – The 1st all-Black South Carolina Volunteer 
Regiment comprised of enslaved people was 
inducted into the United States Army
1973 – University of Pittsburgh Wide Receivers 
Coach and past NFL player, Bobby Engram was born 
in Camden, SC
1971 – The Office for Minority Student Affairs at 
USC is officially organized to represent the needs 
of the University’s African American students and 
protest discriminatory treatment of the University’s 
minority population
1963 – In his final speech as Governor, Fritz Hollings 
states that “the day of segregation has passed”
1993 – John Birks “Dizzy” Gillespie, famed 
musician, died.
1954 – Hall of Famer and famous University of 
South Carolina basketball player, Alex English was 
born in Columbia, SC
1943– Harvey Gantt, the first African American 
admitted to Clemson University and the first black 
mayor of Charlotte, NC was born in Charleston, SC
1963 – Donald Russell is inaugurated as Governor 
of South Carolina and holds the first integrated 
inaugural reception in South Carolina’s history
1963 – The Fourth Circuit Court of Appeals orders 
Clemson University to admit Harvey Gantt allowing 
him to become the first African American to enroll at 
Clemson University
2000– More than 46,000 protesters rally in a 
march on the state capitol at Columbia, SC to 
protest the Confederate battle flag flying atop the 
statehouse dome. NAACP chair Kweisi Mfume, the 
main speaker at the event, called it the greatest civil 
rights rally since the 1960s
1944 – Joseph “Smoking Joe” Frasier is born in 
Beaufort, SC. He would later become an Olympic 
gold medalist and heavy weight champion
1963 – Federal District Court Judge C.C. 
Wyche signs the order admitting Gantt to 
Clemson University
1963 – Accompanied by Matthew Perry, Harvey 
Gantt arrives at Clemson University and enrolls
1986 – Astronaut Ronald NcNair died in Challenger 
explosion
1872 – African American clergyman and politician, 




n February 6, 1968, South Carolina State college students attempted to bowl at Orangeburg’s only bowling alley, the All-Star Bowling Lane. The owner refused, 
tensions escalated and violence erupted. When it ended, nine students and one city policeman received hospital treatment for injuries, while other students were treated 
at the college infirmary.
Two days later, on February 8, 1968, a fire truck was called to douse a bonfire lit by students on a street in front of the campus. State troopers — all of them white, with little 
training in crowd control — moved in to protect the firemen. As more than 100 students retreated inside the campus, a student tossed a banister rail, which struck a trooper 
in the face. He fell to the ground, bleeding. Five minutes later, almost 70 law enforcement officers lined the edge of the campus. They were armed with carbines, pistols, 
and shotguns.
Students began returning to watch as the bonfire 
was extinguished. A trooper fired several shots 
from his carbine into the air — apparently intended 
as warning shots. As other officers began firing, 
students fled in panic or dove for cover. By the time 
the shooting ended, three people were dead and 27 
injured, many of whom were shot in their back or 
side or even in the soles of their feet.
The three fatalities were Samuel Hammond, a 
freshman from Fort Lauderdale, FL; Henry Smith, a 
sophomore from Marion, SC; and Delano Middleton, 
a seventeen-year-old youth from Orangeburg.
Immediately following the incident, South Carolina 
National Guardsmen were sent to Orangeburg to 
prevent further acts of violence. Nine patrolmen were 
ultimately tried, and after pleading self-defense, 
acquitted. 
Photo courtesy of Cecil Williams
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1834 – Henry McNeal Turner is born in Hannah 
Circuit near Newberry, SC
1961 – The South Carolina Council on Human 
Relations Student Council hosts its first student 
workshop at Allen University
1870 – African American lawyer Jonathan Jasper 
Wright is elected to the South Carolina Supreme 
Court during Reconstruction
1967 – Actor, comedian, and author Chris Rock was 
born in Andrews, SC
1909 – Georgetown, SC native William A. Sinclair, 
who was born enslaved in 1858 and who later 
earned a theology degree from Howard University, 
helps create the NAACP
1874 – Charlotta Amanda Bass, the first African 
American woman to run for national office as a Vice 
Presidential candidate was born in Sumter, SC
1960 – Allen University & Benedict College students 
begin to hold rallies to protest school & community 
(de)segregation
1969 – Black Students at the University of South 
Carolina burned a Confederate flag between the 
Russell House patio and the main library
1960 – John McCray wrote to Mayor Lester Bates 
requesting improved bus facilities after a visit 
to the Greyhound station on Blanding Street in 
Columbia, SC
1961 – Arrest of student demonstrators forces 
the Greyhound bus terminal in Columbia to serve 
customers equally
1963 – Supreme court rules in Edwards v. SC that 
civil disobedience is declared a legal act performed 
by citizens of the state to express grievances
1955 – NAACP lawyers file the lawsuit, Flemming v 
South Carolina Electric & Gas in response to Sarah 
Mae Flemming being expelled from a bus
1968 – Police officers opened fire during a 
demonstration on South Carolina State University’s 
campus in Orangeburg, SC. This event known as 
the Orangeburg Massacre left 28 students injured 
and three dead
GROUNDHOG DAY
1914 – Ernest E. Just, biologist, received the 
Spingarn Medal for pioneering research on 
fertilization and cell division
Charleston Hospital Strike
I
n December 1967, Mary Moultrie, a worker at the Medical College of Charleston hospital and some of her coworkers began complaining to their supervisors of workplace 
discrimination  and low wages, demanding “respect as human beings.” When their complaints did not lead to improvements, Mary and other employees began discussing a 
strike. 
On March 20, 1969, 400 black hospital workers at the Medical College of South Carolina and Charleston County Hospital went on strike to protest the firing of 12 employees 
and to call for higher wages and union recognition. The hospital strikers were mainly women, some of whom earned below the federal minimum wage while white hospital 
workers performing the same job were paid higher 
wages. Governor McNair, citing state law, refused to 
recognize the attempts to unionize. State government 
and hospital boards argued that workers receiving pay 
from public funds could not engage in 
collective bargaining. 
The strike attracted national attention when Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) leader Ralph 
Abernathy and Coretta Scott King marched with the 
striking workers. The strike lasted until June 27, 1969, 
when the workers and hospital administrators reached 
an agreement. Some of the workers’ demands were 
met, but the union was never recognized.
Coretta Scott King marching with strikers, Local 1199
Photo courtesy of Avery Research Center, 
Charleston, SC
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1960 – South Carolina Student Movement 
Association was formed by students from Allen 
University, Benedict College, Claflin University, and 
South Carolina State University
1960 – The South Carolina Council on Human 
Relations announced the group’s support of the 
student-led sit-in movement
1974 – Booker T. Washington High School student 
body, alumni, and faculty were distraught over the 
decision to sell the school to the University of South 
Carolina without plans to relocate the historic African 
American landmark. Frankie B. Outten, representing 
the faculty, presented to Richland County School 
District One Board of Commissioners “A Testimonial 
to Booker T. Washington High School” 
1960 – Simon Bouie & Tallmadge Neal sat in 
a restaurant booth in Eckerd’s Drug Store and 
waited for service. They were arrested for criminal 
trespassing & convicted
1960 – Charles Barr, Milton Green, Richard Counts, 
Johnny Clark, and one unidentified student shop at 
Taylor St. Pharmacy & are later arrested for criminal 
trespassing
1950 – Singer, Teddy Pendergrass was born in 
Kingstree, SC
1931 – Ernest A. Finney, Jr., the first African 
American Supreme Court Justice appointed to 
the South Carolina Supreme Court since the 
Reconstruction Era was born
MARDI GRAS
1960 — Allen University & Benedict College 
students conduct first sit-in in Columbia at 
Woolworth and S.H. Kress Department Stores
1968 – South Carolina State University students 
demonstrate at the South Carolina State House in 
response to the Orangeburg Massacre
1960 – Members of the SC Student Movement 
Association held a protest in Columbia, SC designed 
to take place at the same time as one happening on 
the same day in Orangeburg, SC. Eleven students 
were arrested over the course of two days
1961 – In response to the Lennie Glover stabbing, 
African American students led a boycott of Main 
Street businesses in Columbia, SC. The “Easter 
Lennie Glover No Buying Campaign” featured daily 
picketing and sit-ins
1984 – Benjamin Elijah Mays, educator, social 
activist, mentor to Dr. King, and the president of 
Morehouse College died in Atlanta, GA





he choice having been made to attack the Confederacy in the Deep South, a Union fleet of about 60 ships and 20,000 men under the direction of General T.W. Sherman 
arrived off the coast of Beaufort, S.C. on November 3, 1861. The attack on the Confederate forts began November 7, and by that afternoon the Confederate forces had 
retreated, leaving the Beaufort area to Union forces.
Within two days of the Union victory, Sea Island blacks descended on the outpost. A place was “selected near the Drayton Plantation for a Negro village.” By March of 1863, 
the town of Mitchelville was built and named in honor of Maj. Gen. O.M. Mitchel. The village was divided into districts for the election of councilmen and charged with 
establishing police and sanitary regulations. Children between the ages of six and 15 were required to attend school.
By 1865, about 1500 people lived in simply built 
houses. Each house had approximately a quarter of an 
acre for planting gardens. Some residents worked for 
the Union army, while others worked for wages.
Photographs taken around this time give us some 
idea of how people lived. But, for the most part, 
historical records have left us little information about 
their daily lives.
Post-Civil War Congress passed laws restoring land 
confiscated by the US government to the Southern 
landowners who had owned the land prior to the 
Civil War.
Land was also purchased by free Blacks who 
eventually lost most of their property to taxes.
Photo courtesy of Chicora Foundation
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1877 – Reconstruction came to an end in 
South Carolina
1963 – Brown vs. SC Forestry Commission 
case opens
1868 – SC voters approved constitution, 70,758 to 
27,228, and elected state officers, including the first 
black cabinet officer, Francis L. Cardozo, secretary 
of state. New constitution required integrated 
education and contained a strong bill of rights 
section: “Distinctions on account of race or color, 
in any case whatever, shall be prohibited, and all 
classes of citizens shall enjoy equally all common, 
public, legal and political privileges.”
1968 – Robert Kennedy spoke at the University of 
South Carolina about the national government’s role 
in eliminating racial discrimination
GOOD FRIDAY
1911 – Senator Isaiah DeQuincey Newman was 
born in Clyde Township, SC. Newman was the first 
African American to serve in the South Carolina 
Senate since Reconstruction
1968 – Malcolm X gave an address at the Mosque 
in Columbia, SC
2010 – Steve Benjamin wins election with 56% 
of the vote becoming Columbia’s first African 
American mayor
1938 – Jasper Cureton, the first African 
American appellate judge in South Carolina since 
reconstruction was born in Walhalla, SC
EASTER SUNDAY





CSS Planter (Robert Smalls)
I
n May 1862, Robert Smalls (1839-1915) committed an act that would lead to him being known as a daring hero during the Civil War. 
The Confederates had commandeered into service the Planter, a transport steamer whose crew included Smalls and three other slaves. From the Planter in Charleston 
Harbor, the men could see the Union ships tantalizingly close as the Union Navy blockaded Fort Sumter. When all of the white crew went ashore for the evening on May 12, 
1862, Smalls and the other slaves gathered their families on the Planter for a daring escape to freedom. Casting off, Smalls eased the ship into the current and headed out 
of Charleston harbor. Familiar with the waters and the Confederate routines, he steamed the Planter past five Confederate gun batteries, giving the correct signals for safe 
passage at each. 
By dawn on May 13, 1862, Smalls had successfully cleared the harbor and surrendered the Planter to the Union forces. 
“One of the most heroic acts of the war,” reported the 
New York Times on May 19, 1862. The commander of 
the Union Navy along the South Atlantic coast, Rear 
Admiral Samuel F. Du Pont, pronounced it “one of the 
coolest and most gallant naval acts of war.” Southern 
newspapers considered it “one of the most shameful 
events of this or any other war.”
In addition to providing the Union forces with the 
Planter, Smalls and the other former slaves provided 
invaluable intelligence, including information that 
allowed for the establishment of an important base 
on the Stono Inlet and Stono River for future military 
operations.
Photo courtesy of the Naval Historical Center, 
Washington, D.C.
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1750 – The South Carolina Gazette reports that 
Caesar, a South Carolina slave has been granted 
his freedom and lifetime annuity in exchange for his 
cures for poison and rattlesnake bites
1862 – Slaves in Georgia, Florida, and South 
Carolina were freed
1963 – Over 1,000 University of South Carolina 
students support an anti-integration rally in 
Columbia by marching to the State House
1862 – Enslaved ship pilot and future SC politician 
Robert Smalls liberates 16 slaves by piloting a 
stolen Confederate Ship called the Planter through 
enemy territory
1872 – Matilda Evans was born in Aiken, SC. Evans 
moved to Columbia, SC and began her own practice, 
becoming the first licensed African American female 
physician in the state
1822 – The Denmark Vesey “conspiracy” 
is uncovered and curtailed by authorities in 
Charleston, SC
2000 – South Carolina Governor Jim Hodges signs 
a bill to make Martin Luther King Jr.’s birthday an 
official state holiday. South Carolina is the last state 
to recognize the day as a holiday
1898 – Septima Poinsette Clark, commonly referred 
to as “The Mother of the Movement” was born in 
Charleston, SC
1933 – James Brown often referred to as “The 
Godfather of Soul” was born in Barnwell, SC
CINCO DE MAYO
MOTHER’S DAY ARMED FORCES DAY
MEMORIAL DAY
1862 – Robert Smalls seized Confederate warship
1956 – Althea Gibson won the French Open, 




ohn Henry McCray and other South Carolina African American leaders formed the Progressive Democratic Party for the purpose of challenging the white primary 
system. The system, established in many southern states during the 1890s, excluded African Americans from voting in state primaries which selected representatives 
to the U.S. Senate, the U.S. House of Representatives, and state officials. Although the 1944 Supreme Court ruling in Smith v. Allwright decided that white primaries 
were unconstitutional, southern states such as South Carolina ignored the ruling. During the summer of 1946, The Negro Citizens Committee, formed in 1942 by 
Columbia NAACP President Rev. E.A. Adams and other members of the state conference, conducted a voter registration campaign to open the Democratic Party primary 
to African Americans.  
George Elmore and other African Americans attempted to vote in the August 1947 primary but were denied. Harold Boulware, head of the South Carolina NAACP conference 
legal committee, filed a class-action suit, Elmore v. Rice. Judge J. Waties Waring’s ruling opened the primary to all South Carolinians. The State ignored the ruling and in 
1948, Judge Waring issued an injunction mandating that the state Democratic Party open its membership rolls and allow all parties, without regard to “race, color, creed, or 
condition,” to participate in the August primary. The state’s Democratic Party Executive Committee required an oath of voters to support the social, religious, and educational 
separation of the races. At least six county committees 
ignored the oath and registered African American 
voters. Judge Waring’s court rejected the oath and his 
decision was affirmed by the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the Fourth Circuit. The U.S. Supreme Court refused to 
review the case. On July 23, 1948, Democratic Party 
chair, W.P. Baskin advised county chairs to enroll all 
constitutionally qualified electors. Before the books 
closed, 35,000 African Americans had registered 
to vote. 
African Americans waited, often for hours, to exercise 
their right to vote in the 1948 Democratic primary.
Photo courtesy of the South Carolina Library, 
University of South Carolina
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1910 – William D. Crum, a S.C. physician is 
appointed minister to Liberia
1964 – The Supreme court reverses the convictions 
of Simon Bouie, Tallmadge Neal and Charles Barr 
and two others in trespassing cases
1832 – Joseph Hayne Rainey was born into slavery 
in Georgetown, SC. Rainey was the first African 
American to serve in the United States House of 
Representatives, the second African American 
to serve in Congress, the first African American 
presiding officer of the US House of Representatives
1963 – Rev. I. DeQuincey Newman announces that 
the NAACP will stage massive demonstrations in 
eight S.C. cities unless negotiations begin to “solve 
racial differences”
1939 – Marian Wright Edelman, the first African 
American woman admitted to the Mississippi Bar 






1963 – Mayor Lester Bates announces his belief 
that there is no need for a bi-racial committee to 
negotiate integration process in public schools
1951 – SC District Court ruled in favor of the 
Clarendon County School board that segregation 
is inequality
1954 – Sarah Mae Flemming, a young African 
American domestic worker was hit by a Columbia 
bus driver for sitting in the front and ejected from 
the bus on the corner of Main and Washington 
Streets
1937 – James Roland Clark, M.D., recognized as an 
expert on sickle cell anemia and one of the founders 
of the Columbia Area Sickle Cell Anemia Foundation 
(CASCAF) was born in Columbia, SC
Pearson v Clarendon County and Briggs v Elliott
I
n 1947, Levi Pearson courageously filed a lawsuit to secure a school bus, resulting in Levi Pearson v. Clarendon County Board of Education. Levi and Viola Pearson had 
three children (James, Eloise, and Daisy) who walked nine miles to school. Levi and Viola Pearson and other families in the Davis Station area collected about $900 and 
bought a used school bus for transporting their children to and from school. The bus often broke down and the County Board of Education would not support maintenance or 
provide gas for the bus, although almost 74% of the County’s school population was African American. The county provided 30 school buses for whites, but none for blacks.
Shortly after the filing, school officials created a rule to counteract the suit. The rule stated that Mr. Levi Pearson’s taxes were not paid in District 26, the Summerton District his 
children attended, and thus he had no right to sue. Pearson did, in fact, have property in the district he sued in; there was a line that divided his property, nonetheless his case 
was thrown out. 
In addition to lack of access to transportation, 
black schools were anything but equal as 
the county spent $179 per white child and $43 per 
black child in a school year. The NAACP sought 
a community willing to file a lawsuit challenging 
such inequalities. Rev. Joseph DeLaine was called 
upon by his neighbors to lead them. After years of 
court dismissals and stonewalling, a petition by 
twenty Clarendon County parents, Briggs v. Elliott, 
was filed — not for a school bus alone, but for equal 
schools. While they lost this case with two of the 
three white presiding judges voting for segregation, 
federal Judge J. Waties Waring dissented, stating that 
“[segregation] is per se inequality.” 
Briggs v Elliott (1952) was re-filed and became the 
first of the five cases that would result in Brown v 
Board of Education. Thurgood Marshall, the NAACP’s 
chief counsel, successfully argued the case before the 
Supreme Court and on May 17, 1954, segregation 
was officially outlawed in public schools.
Photo courtesy of The South Caroliniana Library, University of South Carolina
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1868 – The South Carolina House became the first 
and only legislature to have a black majority, 87 
blacks to 40 whites
1940 – Congressman James Clyburn was born 
in Sumter, SC
1949 – Luther J. Battiste III was born in 
Orangeburg, SC.  He and his partners formed the 
first racially integrated law firm at the partner level 
in South Carolina and in 1983 he was elected as 
one of the first two African Americans to Columbia 
City Council
1929 – Dr. Noble P. Cooper, the first African 
American accepted into the S.C. Dental Association 
was born in Columbia, SC
1910 – Civil Rights leader and businessman, Esau 
Jenkins, was born on Johns Island, SC
1947 – Camden, SC native Larry Doby was signed 
to the Cleveland Indians, becoming the first African 
American to play in the American League and 
the first African American to hit a home run in an 
All-Star game
INDEPENDENCE DAY
1963 – In the case of Brown vs. SC Forestry 
Commission, Judge Martin orders all state parks 
to desegregate within 60 days. Instead, the South 
Carolina Forestry Commission closed all state parks
1875 – Mary McCleod Bethune is born in 
Mayesville, SC
1966 – South Carolina state parks are reopened as 
fully integrated facilities after closed by the South 
Caroling Forestry Commission in response to Brown 
vs. Forestry Commission
1963 – Robert Anderson applies as a transfer 
student to the University of South Carolina
1907 – Anna May Manigault-Hurley, operator of 
Manigault-Hurley Funeral Home, Inc., one of the 
biggest black owned businesses in the state, was 
born in Columbia, SC
1963 – The University of South Carolina Board of 
Trustees announces it will comply with the order 
to desegregate
1955 Cannon Street YMCA All - Stars
T
he All-Stars were comprised of 14 ballplayers in the Charleston Cannon Street Y.M.C.A. Little League, the only African American league in the Deep South sanctioned 
by Little League Baseball, Incorporated. The roster consisted of: Allen Jackson, John Rivers, Carl Johnson, Arthur Peoples, Charles Bradley, John Bailey, William 
“Buck” Godfrey, Vernon Grey, Leroy Major, John Mack, David Middleton, Norman Robinson, Maurice Singleton, and Vermont “Pop” Brown.Alternates were Leroy Carter, 
and George Gregory. August Holt was an honorary member.
In 1955, Cannon Street Y.M.C.A. president Robert F. Morrison, and team manager Ben Singleton, entered the team in the Charleston Little League Championship Tournament. 
South Carolina’s 61 eligible white teams organized a boycott and refused to play this all black team. Because of this refusal to play, the Cannon Street Y.M.C.A. team was 
declared South Carolina State Little League champions by default.
The team was invited to the Little League World Series as 
guests. Parents and community leaders held numerous 
fundraisers. Civil rights activist Esau Jenkins provided 
transportation for the trip. While in attendance, the team 
was granted a brief practice session. Their enthusiasm 
and skill inspired crowd chants of, “Let Them Play!”  
Despite pleas from parents and coaches, the team was 
denied its chance. The team’s effort to integrate, however, 
culminated in a “second secession” and the creation 
of a segregated Dixie League in Charleston and other 
southern cities.  In August 2005, the All-Stars received 
recognition for their deferred championship dreams and 
were inducted into Charleston’s Baseball Hall of Fame 
(2006).
Coach Singleton encouraging Cannon Street Y.M.C.A. 
All-Stars in Williamsport, PA, 1955.  
Photo courtesy of the Little League Baseball and 
Softball Association
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1921 – South Carolina’s first African American 
federal judge, Judge Matthew J. Perry, was born 
in Columbia, SC
1922 – One of the first African American models in 
the United States, Ophelia DeVore-Mitchell was born 
in Edgefield, SC
1963 – Leading Columbia merchants announce 
removal of segregation signs from fountains, 
restrooms, and dressing rooms
1965 – Tony Award winner and Academy Award 
nominated actress Viola Davis was born in St. 
Matthews, SC
1894 – Benjamin Elijah Mays, educator, social 
activist, mentor to Dr. King, and the president of 
Morehouse College was born in Epworth, SC
1963 – The “Committee of 85” in Columbia votes to 
urge the city council to adopt a non-discriminatory 
hiring policy
1955 – Jonathan Green one of the most important 
painters of the southern experience was born in 
Gardens Corner, SC
1849 – Archibald Grimke, one of the first African 
Americans to attend Harvard Law School was born 
near Charleston, SC
1927 – Althea Gibson, first black Wimbledon 
champion was born in Clarendon County, SC
1963 – A bomb explodes near University of South 
Carolina student Henri Monteith’s home
1810 – Robert Purvis, the “President of the 
Underground Railroad”, was born in Charleston, SC
1939 – Maxine Brown, R&B and soul singer was 
born in Kingstree, S
1963 – Sumter NAACP chairman James T. 
McCain serves as a key organizer for the March 
on Washington
1885 – Edwin DuBose Heyward, author of Porgy 
was born in Charleston, SC
1883 – Ernest Everett Just, scientist, was born
Desegregation of Clemson University 
and the University of South Carolina
During his senior year of high school, Harvey B. Gantt requested application materials from Clemson, the only state institution offering an architecture curriculum. Because Clemson was segregated, Gantt enrolled at another institution. The state of South Carolina paid $149.51 per quarter (the cost difference between residential and out-of-state enrollment) for him to attend Iowa State. Gantt resubmitted his application to Clemson for the fall semester of 1961. The University filed his application as “incomplete” and 
told him it was too late for him to be considered. He reapplied in December 1961. 
On July 7, 1962, Gantt’s lead attorney, Matthew Perry (of Columbia), filed a lawsuit in the U.S. District Court (Western District of South Carolina, Anderson Division). The case 
was appealed to the Fourth Circuit Court. On January 16, 1963, the Court reversed the lower court decision and ordered Gantt’s admission for the spring semester.  
In May 1962, Henrie Monteith applied to the University of South Carolina, but was denied.
Matthew Perry, her legal representative, filed suit 
against USC in October 1962, on her behalf. On 
July 10, 1963, Judge J. Robert Martin of Greenville 
denied USC’s appeal and ordered the University to 
admit Montieth for the fall semester. On July 25, 
Robert G. Anderson of Greenville, a transfer student 
from Clark Atlanta University, and James L. Solomon, 
Jr., a graduate student from Sumter, also applied for 
admission. On the morning of September 11, 1963, 
accompanied by their attorneys, Monteith, Anderson 
and Solomon desegregated the last segregated 
flagship southern state university.
Harvey B. Gantt leaves the Clemson University 
Registrar’s Office (near left photo). Robert Anderson, 
Henrie Monteith and James Solomon (L-R), 
integrated the University of South Carolina (far 
right photo).
Photos courtesy of Clemson University and University 
of South Carolina archives
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1865 – U.S. Army commander in South Carolina 
ordered Freedmen’s Bureau to stop seizing 
abandoned land
1917 – Willis H. Crosby, the first black disk jockey 
(DJ) in the upstate of South Carolina was born in 
Anderson County, SC
1963 – As protests continue in Columbia, the 
“Committee of 85” adopts a resolution calling on 
motel, hotel, and theater owners to desegregate
1935 – Mamie “Peanut” Johnson, the only woman 
to pitch for Negro Major League was born in 
Ridgeway, SC
1979 – Matthew Perry becomes the first African 
American federal judge in South Carolina
1739 – Stone Rebellion occurs in South Carolina. 
It is considered the largest slave rebellion on North 
American soil that took place prior to the American 
Revolution
1963 – Columbia experiences its first protest 
marches in over a year, as 23 blacks are arrested 
during a demonstration along Main Street. The 
next day, 60 blacks march along the same street 
but avoid arrest
1869 – Anna DeCosta Banks, RN, a pioneer in the 
nursing profession was born in Charleston, SC
1963 – Henri Monteith, James Solomon, and Robert 
Anderson enroll at the University of South Carolina 
becoming the first African Americans to enroll since 
Reconstruction
LABOR DAY








1957 – Althea Gibson became the first African 




he Jubilee Festival of Heritage is held annually in August on the grounds of the historic Mann-Simons Site in Columbia, SC. The festival was started in 1978 by Historic 
Columbia Foundation as a way to celebrate the rich heritage and entrepreneurial spirit of the Mann-Simons family, while also acknowledging and honoring African 
American culture throughout South Carolina. Jubilee features a variety of activities, including hands-on demonstrations, from some of the region’s most skilled artists 
and craftsmen, musical entertainment including African drumming, R&B, jazz, and gospel, and vendors with African-influenced and traditional merchandise. Highlights of the 
festival also include tours of the Mann-Simons Site, African American heritage site tours, and many other activities throughout the day.
Harambee literally means “all pull together” in Swahili. 
It derives from a Kenyan tradition of events that 
helps to build and maintain community. The Annual 
Harambee Festival in Columbia, SC is one of the 
largest college-sponsored festivals in the nation. The 
Harambee Festival was started by Benedict College in 
1989. The festival features gospel music, including 
the national award winning Benedict College Gospel 
Choir and the Harambee Festival Community Choir, 
all day stage performances, food, jazz, contemporary 
music, empowerment workshops, an art exhibit, health 
screenings, traditional African merchandise, and the 
KIJIJI children’s village.
Photo courtesy of the Historic Columbia Foundation 
and Mr. Benny Brown
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1941 – Civil rights leader, Jesse Jackson, is born 
in Greenville, SC
1963 – South Carolina officially “runs out of courts” 
as the U.S. Supreme Court refuses to hear Clemson 
University’s appeal
1975 – Kimberly Clarice Aiken, the first African 
American Miss America from South Carolina and 
Human Rights Advocate was born in Columbia, SC
1868 – B.F. Randolph, State Senator and Chairman 
of the State Republican Party, was assassinated in 
daylight at Hodges Depot in Abbeville, SC




1873 – Henry E. Hayne, the black Republican 
Secretary of State of South Carolina, registered as a 
student in the medical department of the University 
and was the first official matriculation of an African 
American student in the University of South Carolina
1960 – Students from Allen University & Benedict 
College formed the Student Conference for Human 
Rights in order to facilitate cross-campus & city-
wide organizing
1967 – Winnsboro, SC native Sergeant First Class 
Webster Anderson of the 101st Airborne Division 
successfully defends his artillery position from 
a sustained enemy attack. He was awarded the 
Congressional Medal of Honor
1871 – President Grant suspended the writ of 
habeas corpus and declared martial law in nine 
South Carolina counties affected by Ku Klux Klan 
activities
Greenville New Year’s Day March
O
n October 25, 1959, the South Carolina chapter of the NAACP held its annual meeting at the Greenville Memorial Auditorium in Greenville, SC. Jackie Robinson, the 
famed baseball player, was the invited banquet speaker. When the NAACP leadership took Robinson back to the airport, officials asked the group to leave the main 
lounge and move to the colored lounge.
NAACP Branch Director Gloster B. Current informed the manager that “threats of jail can no longer be counted on to frighten colored Americans who are sure of their rights.” 
The group informed the officer that they had no desire to create a disturbance, but pointed out that under the rules and regulations of the Interstate Commerce Commission 
they could not be ordered to move. They all stayed in the main waiting area until the plane arrived.
This energized Greenville’s black community and, in 
protest, almost 1,000 people staged a march from 
Springfield Baptist Church to the downtown airport 
on Jan. 1, 1960. Inside the terminal, Reverend
Matthew McCollough of Orangeburg delivered
a speech in which he said “we will not make a
pretense of being satisfied with the crumbs of
citizenship while others enjoy the whole loaf only by
right of a whiteskinned birth.” 
The Greenville march was quickly followed by the 
famous Greensboro sit-in and another sit-in at 
the Greenville Library, led in part by Jesse Jackson, 
who was one of the Greenville Eight arrested for 
trespassing. For blacks in Greenville, the Jackie 
Robinson incident was the rock thrown in the pond, 
with its ripples playing a key role in changing 
their world.
Photo courtesy of the James G. Wilson Collection, 
Upcountry History Museum-Furman University
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1974 – Juanita Goggins of Rock Hill, SC becomes 
the first black woman elected to the State 
Legislature
1939 – 29 representatives from SC branches met 
in the library at Benedict College and founded the 
South Carolina NAACP State conference of branches
1983 – I. DeQuincey Newman because first 
African American elected to S. C. Senate since 
Reconstruction
1874 – Robert B. Elliott is elected Speaker of the 
lower house of the South Carolina legislature during 
Reconstruction
1963 – The annual meeting of South Carolina 
Council on Human Relations is held in the newly 




1896 – South Carolina State College (now known as 
South Carolina State University) is established
1970 – Herbert Fielding, James Felder, & I.S. 
Leevy Johnson elected to the S.C. House of 
Representatives as first African Americans since 
reconstruction
1998 – South Carolina removed its anti-
miscegenation law 
1873 – Richard T. Greener, first Black graduate 
of Harvard University, is named professor of 




1992 – Congressman James Clyburn becomes the 
first black US Representative elected to office since 
Reconstruction
1872 – The South Carolina General Assembly met in 
Columbia and names four blacks to the seven-man 
governing board of the University of South Carolina: 




andolph Cemetery is located in the downtown area of Columbia, S.C. and is the first cemetery formally established for the city’s African American community. In 1871, 
nineteen local black legislators and businessmen came together to form an association to establish a respectable place for burial for blacks in Columbia. Prior to this 
period African Americans were buried near the river in the local Potter’s Field along with poor whites. Seeking to commemorate Senator Benjamin Franklin Randolph’s 
contributions, 19 men in Columbia’s African American community created the Randolph Cemetery Association, purchased three acres of land from a pre-existing white 
cemetery (Elmwood Cemetery) in 1872 for $900 and an additional acre in 1899.
Although several sources date 1868 as the earliest burials in Randolph Cemetery, there are graves that date as early as 1864, as well as burials from the periods of 1866-1868 
and 1870-1871. This suggests that Elmwood Cemetery may have been allowing African Americans to be interred in this area prior to establishment of the Randolph Cemetery 
Association.
Randolph Cemetery was the most prominent 
African American cemetery in Columbia from the 
late nineteenth century throughout much of the 
twentieth century, and it is the final resting place of 
many of Columbia’s most notable African American 
figures and families. More than 10 legislators from 
the Reconstruction Era are buried here including 
Senator Henry Cardozo, Representative John Palmer, 
Representative Charles McDuffie Wilder, Senator 
Benjamin Franklin Randolph, and Senator John Lee.
In recent years a preservation effort has focused on 
restoring and preserving the historic site.
Photo courtesy of the Randolph Cemetery: Mapping 
and Documentation of Historic African American Site 
and http://www.historicrandolphcemetery.org/
preservation/ 
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1870 – Joseph H. Rainey, first Black in the South 
Carolina House of Representatives is sworn in 
1959 – South Carolina was declared an 
“independent commonwealth.” BLACKS IN 
CONFEDERACY: Confederacy was the first to 
recognize that Blacks were major factors in the war 
conference of branches
1962 – The Edwards vs. SC trial begins which was 
in reaction to 187 petitioners consisted of African 
American high school and college students who 
peacefully assembled at the Zion Baptist Church 
in Columbia, SC in March 1961. The students 
marched in separate groups of roughly 15 to South 
Carolina State House grounds to peacefully express 
their grievances regarding civil rights of African 
Americans
1865 – South Carolina issues one of the first set of 
black codes “to regulate the relations of persons of 
color”. Among the codes included those of illegal 
interracial marriages, master apprentice relations 
and service contracts
1863 – Robert Blake, powder boy aboard the 
USS Marbelhead, was the first Black awarded the 
Naval Medal of Honor “for conspicuous gallantry, 
extraordinary heroism, and intrepidity at the risk of 
his own life” in a battle that occurred off the coast of 
South Carolina on this day
1899 – Modjeska Monteith Simkins, known as the 
“matriarch of civil rights activists” in South Carolina 
was born in Columbia, SC
1902 – Annie Green Nelson, South Carolina’s first 
known, published, female African American author, 
was born in Darlington County, SC
1935 – Mary McLeod Bethune, educator, founded 
National Council of Negro Women
1860 – South Carolina seceded from the Union 
becoming the first state to secede
1963 – Rev. I. DeQuincey Newman announces more 
demonstrations will be held despite the objections 
from the “Committee of 85”
CHRISTMAS DAY
1950 – Casey Manning, the first African American 
member of  the University of South Carolina’s 









1963 – Five movie theaters in Columbia agree to 
admit one black couple each
1971 –  Rev. Jesse Jackson organized Operation 
PUSH (People United to Save Humanity)
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